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The artist uses sculpture as an opportunity to create scenarios to build diagrams, test theories,
reconstruct pattern, mechanically mimic. That is the beauty here too. For Hawkinson, art making is an
act of discovery of how things come to be, why they look like they do, and to offer contrast on what it
the difference is between the beauty of life and the beauty of art.

Mirrored mylar is predominant in several works. Pure, perfect, and artificial, its high metallic sheen and
reflective qualities distract and complicate, giving the viewer an overwhelmingly interactive experience.
The structural pattern utilized by the works compiled with the negative space within and around, as
each curve displays a moving image of the surrounding environment. The movement caught by the eye
is a “slight of hand;” making the visual complexity tri-fold: the work, the space, the reflection.

Several drawings harness the artist’s power of collecting. Big sheets of white paper are covered with
swirls made from a pen dangling on a string, perhaps contrived from benign office desk tchotchke.
Hawkinson, however continues collecting this specific mark over and over creating a platform for
contemplating the subtle variance and butterfly effect that changes the mark every time, the very nature

of individuality. We are presented with a god-like view of the infinite, a collection of grains of sand, of
stars, of people. This idea is made more concrete in its presentation: hung on a vinyl sheet covered stack
of wood planks as if this part of the universe is still being constructed.

Metal solvent cans have been cut open to create a box chain, both its scale and execution a rebellion
against the modernist craft that this type of work may be expected to reside. Found draping over a
partition that leads to the gallery’s upstairs office, the sculpture demonstrates its functionality while
leaving the viewer wondering for whom it was made.

Several torso forms can be found around the gallery, most notably a roughly hewn plaster form with
dimples all over: Eggshell Torso (Asteroid) . It looks as though cast from some giant-sized bubble wrap. The
artist discloses his technique subtly “Asteroid” in combination with eggs leaves the viewer imagining

the explosive removal of the mold as eggs crack and ooze all over

Hawkinson’s work considers the existential; through material, method, and inspiration he demonstrates
the connections we all have. The largest lesson to be learned from viewing his work is that
understanding of the universe comes from the view right in front of you, even if its just from the pile of
junk in your garage.
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Kristine Schomaker is a new media and performance artist, painter and art historian living and working at the Brewery artist complex in Los Angeles. For over 14 years
she has been working with various interdisciplinary art forms including online virtual worlds to explore identity and the hybridization of digital media with the physical
world. Whether virtual or physical, the object-based work Kristine creates combines elements of color-based gestural abstraction, animation, pattern and design, neo-
Baroque and Populence. Using installation, text, photography, mixed media, video and performance for her ongoing conceptual project My Life as an Avatar, she
visualizes a narrative/dialogue with her virtual persona, Gracie Kendal. Kristine then documents her experiences on her blog. In 2012, exploring ideas of community,
Kristine turned a local gallery into a modern day creation of Gertrude Stein’s salon of the 1920’s with a live mixed-reality dinner party merging the physical world with
the online virtual world. Over the summer she also performed The Bald and the Beautiful in which she had her head shaved as a statement to challenge society’s standards
of beauty. Currently, Kristine is working as an Artist-in-Residence through the Linden Endowment for the Arts creating an immersive virtual environment which she is
planning to bring into the physical world via sculpture[public art work. View all posts by Author
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